
1. Read John 10:11-16. What emotions are evoked when Jesus uses the imagery of a 
shepherd? 
 
2. Who do you think the “hired hand” represents? Why might the hired hand not be 
as beneficial for us as the good shepherd?
 
3. Describe a time you have felt unworthy of love. Who or what pursued you 
and restored your confidence and self-esteem?

Lord, you are goodness beyond telling, wonder-filled human kindness, 
astonishing forgiveness, perplexing forbearance, unending sweetness, 
glorious mildness. You, over whom compassion prevails, but do not feel 
restrained. You are overwhelmed by mercy, but are not blamed. You are 
constrained by human kindness, but are not disdained. You are compelled 
by goodness, but are not cursed. You act out of love, but are not ridiculed. 
You seek my return to you, but do not grow weary. You run after me in 
my obstinacy, but do not give up. You call out to me though I do not listen, 
but do not lose patience. You rush after me in my sloth and are not 
stopped. In the face of my evil, you are good. In the face of my total 
indebtedness, you are forgiving. In the face of my sinfulness, you are 
indulgent. In the face of my darkness, you are light. In the face of my 
mortality, you are life. (Prayer 58B)

Neither Death, Nor Life
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With a longing as strong as our wills to survive, humans seek out love in order to 
find meaning and purpose. For centuries, people have made art — music, 
paintings, sculptures, poems, and films — in many beautiful attempts to 
understand, define, and celebrate love. One popular band recently crooned, “Love: 
it will not betray you, dismay or enslave you. It will set you free.” As Christians, we 
have the special ability to understand love through the eyes of the one who created 
us in love.

D I O C E S E  O F  T H E  A R M E N I A N  C H U R C H  ( E A S T E R N ) T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  Y O U T H  A N D  Y O U N G  A D U L T  M I N I S T R I E S

In closing, reflect on the words of St. Gregory of Narek from his Book of 
Lamentations:

As the centuries of art have discovered, human love can often be messy. From our 
limited perspective, it can sometimes feel like divine love is messy, too. We may 
face difficult times in our lives when we doubt God’s love for us, or we can’t see 
where his will is leading us. May we take comfort in the knowledge that as our 
good shepherd, Jesus Christ is steadfast in pursuing us, and his love for us is more 
powerful than anything else in all creation.

4. Read Romans 8:31-39. When have you experienced the kind of powerful, 
divine love as explained in verses 38-39? What did it look or feel like? 
 
5. From where do you typically seek love and acceptance? What happens when 
that love lets us down? Explain.
 
6. Think of someone who has been a great mentor and guide in your life. What 
did that person say or do that reflected the kind of love described in this passage?

"I am the good 
shepherd. I know 
my own and my 
own know me . . .  
and I lay down 
my life for my 
sheep."


