
February 25 

SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON (Third Sunday of Lent) 

Isaiah 54:11-55:13, II Corinthians 6:1-7:1, Luke 15:1-32 

 

 Psalm 65:1 

 

 Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion; 

 and to you prayers shall be offered in Jerusalem. 

 

The reading is from the Prophet Isaiah  

 Thus says the Lord:  “O afflicted one, storm tossed, and not comforted, behold, I will set 

your stones in antimony, and lay your foundations with sapphires.  I will make your pinnacles of 

agate, your gates of carbuncles, and all your wall of precious stones.  All your sons shall be 

taught by the Lord, and great shall be the prosperity of your sons.  In righteousness you shall be 

established; you shall be far from oppression, for you shall not fear; and from terror, for it shall 

not come near you.  If any one stirs up strife, it is not from me; whoever stirs up strife with you 

shall fall because of you.  Behold, I have created the smith who blows the fire of coals, and 

produces a weapon for its purpose.  I have also created the ravager to destroy; no weapon that is 

fashioned against you shall prosper, and you shall confute every tongue that rises against you in 

judgment.  This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord and their vindication from me, says the 

Lord.” 

 “Ho, every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy 

and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.  Why do you spend your 

money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy?  Hearken 

diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in fatness.  Incline your ear, and 

come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my 

steadfast, sure love for David.  Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and 

commander for the peoples.  Behold, you shall call nations that you know not, and nations that 

knew you not shall run to you, because the Lord you God, and of the Holy One of Israel, for he 

has glorified you. 

 “Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked 

forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he may 

have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.  For my thoughts are not 

your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, says the Lord.  For as the heavens are higher than 

the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and return not thither but water 

the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so 

shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall 

accomplish that which I purpose, and prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 

 “For you shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before 

you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.  Instead of 

the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; arid it shall be 

to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign which shall not be cut off.” 

 (54:11-55:13) 

 

 Psalm 76:11 and 1 



 

 Alleluia, Alleluia.  Make vows to the Lord your God, and 

 perform them.  In Judah God is known, his name is great in Israel. 

 

The reading is from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 

 Working together with him, then, we entreat you not to accept the grace of God in vain.  

For he says, “At the acceptable time I have listened to you, and helped you on the day of 

salvation.”  Behold, now is the acceptable time:  behold, now is the day of salvation.  We put no 

obstacle in any one's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of 

God we commend ourselves in every way:  through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 

calamities, beatings, imprisonments, tumults, labors, watching, hunger; by purity, knowledge, 

forbearance, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with 

the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill 

repute and good repute.  We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well 

known; as dying, and behold we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always 

rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

 Our mouth is open to you, Corinthians; our heart is wide.  You are not restricted by us, 

hearts also. 

 Do not be mismated with unbelievers.  For what partnership have righteousness and 

iniquity?  Or what fellowship has light with darkness?  What accord has Christ with Belial?  Or 

what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?  What agreement has the temple of God with 

idols?  For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, “I will live in them and move 

among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  Therefore come out from 

them, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch nothing unclean; then I will welcome 

you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, says the Lord 

Almighty.” 

 Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of 

body and spirit, and make holiness perfect in the fear of God. (6:1-7:1) 

 Psalm 100 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia.  Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands! 

Serve the Lord with gladness!  Come into his presence with singing! 

Know that the Lord is God!  It is he that made us, and we are his; 

we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  Enter his gates 

with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise!  Give thanks to 

him, bless his name!  For the Lord is good; his steadfast love 

endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO LUKE  

Concerning Our Lord Jesus Christ: 

 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him.  And the Pharisees 

and the scribes murmured saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”  

 So he told them this parable:  “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost 

one of them, does not leave the ninety nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost, 

until he finds it?  And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.  And when he 



comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, `Rejoice with me, 

for I have found my sheep which was lost.'  Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven 

over one sinner who repents than over ninety nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

 “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and 

sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it?  And when she has found it, she calls 

together her friends and neighbors, saying, `Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin which I 

had lost.'  Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them said to his 

father, `Father, give me the share of property that falls to me.'  And he divided his living between 

them.  Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far 

country, and there he squandered his property in loose living.  And when he had spent 

everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want.  So he went and 

joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into fields to feed swine.  And 

he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him anything.  But 

when he came to himself he said, `How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough 

and to spare, but I perish here with hunger!  I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to 

him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called 

your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.'”  And he arose and came to his father.  But 

while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced 

him and kissed him.  And the son said to him, `Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 

you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.'  But the father said to his servants, `Bring 

quickly  the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and 

bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is 

alive again; he was lost, and is found.'  And they began to make merry. 

 “Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard 

music and dancing And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant.  And he said to 

him, `Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has received 

him safe and sound.'  But he was angry and refused to go in.  His father came out and entreated, 

but he answered his father, `Lo, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your 

command; yet you never gave me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends.  But when this 

son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!'  

And he said to him, `Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.  It was fitting to 

make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.'”

 (15:1-32) 
 


