
March 25 

PALM SUNDAY 

Song of Solomon 1:1-2:3, Zechariah 9:9-15, Philippians 4:4-7, Matthew 20:29-21:17 

 

 Psalm 98:8-9 and 1 

 

 Alleluia, Alleluia.  Let the hills sing for joy together before the Lord, 

 for he comes to judge the earth.  O sing to the Lord a new song, 

 who he has done marvelous things! 

 

The reading is from the Song of Solomon  

 The Song of Songs, which is Solomon's.  O that you would kiss me with the kisses of 

your mouth!  For your love is better than wine, your anointing oils are fragrant, your name is oil 

poured out; therefore the maidens love you.  Draw me after you, let us make haste.  The king has 

brought me into his chambers.  We will exult and rejoice in you; we will extol your love more 

than wine; rightly do they love you. 

 I am very dark, but comely, O daughters of Jerusalem, like the tents of Kedar, like the 

curtains of Solomon.  Do not gaze at me because I am swarthy, because the sun has scorched me.  

My mother's sons were angry with me, they made me keeper of the vineyard; but, my own 

vineyard I have not kept!  Tell me, you whom my soul loves, where you pasture your flock, 

where you make it lie down at noon; for why should I be like one who wanders beside the flocks 

of your companions? 

 If you do not know, O fairest among women, follow in the tracks of the flock, and pasture 

your kids beside the shepherds' tents. 

 I compare you, my love, to a mare of Pharaoh's chariots.  Your cheeks are comely with 

ornaments, your neck with strings of jewels.  We will make you ornaments of gold, studded with 

silver.  While the king was on his couch, my nard gave forth its fragrance.  [Your name is oil 

poured out.]   My beloved is to me a bag of myrrh, that lies between my breasts.  My beloved is 

to me a cluster of henna blossoms in the vineyards of Engedi. 

 Behold, you are beautiful, my love; behold, you are beautiful; your eyes are doves.  

Behold, you are beautiful, my beloved, truly lovely.  Our couch is green; the beams of our house 

are cedar, our rafters are pine. 

 I am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys. 

 As a lily among brambles, so is my love among, maidens. 

 [My beloved is red and white.]2  As an apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my 

beloved among young men.  With great delight I sat in his shadow, and his fruit was sweet to my 

taste. (1:1-2:3) 

 

The reading is from the Prophet Zechariah  

 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

 Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on an 

ass, on a colt the foal of an ass.  I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from 

Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his 

dominion shall be from the sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.  As for you 

also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your captives free from the 

waterless pit.  Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore 



to you double.  For I have bent Judah as my bow; I have made Ephraim its arrow.  I will brandish 

your sons, O Zion, over your sons, O Greece, and wield you like a warrior's sword. 

 Then the Lord will appear over them, and his arrow go forth like lightning; the Lord God 

will sound the trumpet, and march forth in the whirlwinds of the south. 

 The Lord of hosts will protect them, and they shall devour and tread down the slingers; 

and they shall drink their blood like wine, and be full like a bowl, drenched like the corners of 

the altar. (9:9-15) 

 

The reading is from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians  

 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let all men know your 

forbearance.  The Lord is at hand.  Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer 

and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of 

God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 (4:4-7) 

 

 Psalm 118:27 

 

 Alleluia, Alleluia.  The Lord is God, and he has given us light. 

 Bind the festal procession with branches, up to the horns of the altar. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 

Concerning our Lord Jesus Christ: 

 And as they went out of Jericho, a great crowd followed him.  And behold, two blind men 

sitting by the roadside, when they heard that Jesus was passing by, cried out, “Have mercy on us, 

Son of David!”  The crowd rebuked them, telling them to be silent; but they cried out the more, 

“Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!” and Jesus stopped and called them, saying, 

“What do you want me to do for you?”  They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.”  And 

Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and immediately they received their sight and followed him. 

 And when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, 

then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately 

you will find an ass tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me.  If any one says 

anything to you, you shall say, `The Lord has need of them,' and he will send them 

immediately.”  This took place to fulfil what was spoken by the prophet, saying, “Tell the 

daughter of Zion, Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on an ass, and on a 

colt, the foal of an ass.”  The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the 

ass and the colt, and put their garments on them, and he sat thereon.  Most of the crowd spread 

their garments on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  

And the crowds that went before him and that followed him shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of 

David!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest!”  And when 

he entered Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, “Who is this?”  And the crowds said, “This 

is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee.” 

 And Jesus entered the temple of God and drove out all who sold and bought in the 

temple, and he overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold 

pigeons.  He said to them, “It is written, `My house shall be called a house of prayer'; but you 

make it a den of robbers.” 



 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed them.  But when the 

chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying out in 

the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant; and they said to him, “Do you 

hear what these are saying?”  And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read, `Out of the 

mouths of babes and sucklings you have brought perfect praise'?”  And leaving them, he went 

out of the city to Bethany and lodged there. 

 (20:29-21:17) 
 


