
As Christians, we must challenges ourselves to make the love of Jesus a living 
reality. While the world can be so harsh and unforgiving, it is our duty to meet 
people where they are at and love them well, regardless of our personal bias. Before 
we are quick to judge, let us observe impartially, ask insightfully, and wait patiently 
to hear what is weighing on the hearts of our neighbors. And when we stop to 
listen, may we be moved to act with Christ's endless mercy and compassion.  

1. Read James 2:1-13. Describe a time where your first impression of a 

person turned out to be incorrect. How did your initial judgment differ 

from your actual relationship with them? 

2. What is the risk of showing favoritism for things that consist of 

worldly wealth and fame? Explain. 

3. What does it look like to allow "mercy [to] triumph over judgment"? 

What are some methods that can help you see beyond a person's exterior?

Son of the living God, blessed in all things, whose awesome birth by your 

Father passes all understanding, for whom nothing is impossible, before 

the dawning of the uneclipsed rays of the mercy of your glory; sins melt 

away, demons flee, transgressions are erased, bindings are cut and chains 

undone. The dead are born again, infirmities are cured, wounds are 

healed, corruption is cleansed, sadness withdraws, sighs retreat, darkness 

flees, fog departs, twilight vanishes, darkness lifts, the night passes, alarm 

is banished, evil is destroyed, despair is exiled. And your omnipotent hand 

rules, redeemer of all. (Prayer 41A) 
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Humans are often prone to think that they can characterize a person by what they 
see on the surface. We may presume we know people through what they post on 
social media. We may choose to not give a beggar money because we are sure they 
will spend it on drugs or alcohol. We may automatically assign people to a race or a 
social class with just one glance at their clothes or hairstyle. Unfortunately, what 
we miss when we make these flash judgements is the chance to observe how God is 
uniquely alive in that person's humanity. 

4. Read James 2:14-26. What is easier for you to do: talk about your 

faith with others, or demonstrate your faith to others? Explain. 

5. What motivates you to do good things? Name a good thing that you 

have done this past week. How did it impact the people around you? 

6. In what ways is it difficult to apply what we are taught by the 

Church to our every day lives? Share one goal that could help you live 

your faith in a tangible way.  

"Show me your 
faith apart from 
your works, and 
I by my works 
will show you 
my faith."

D I O C E S E  O F  T H E  A R M E N I A N  C H U R C H  ( E A S T E R N ) T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  Y O U T H  A N D  Y O U N G  A D U L T  M I N I S T R I E S

In closing, reflect on the words of St. Gregory of Narek from his Book of 
Lamentations:


