
April 8 

NEW SUNDAY 

Acts 5:34-6:7, James 3:1-12, John 1:1-17 

 

 Psalm 23:1, 24:1 and 25:1 

 

 Alleluia, Alleluia.  The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

 The earth is the Lord's and the fulness thereof, the world and 

 those who dwell therein.  To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

 

The reading is from the Acts of the Apostles  

 But a Pharisee in the Council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, held in honor by all 

the people, stood up and ordered the men to be put outside for a while.  And he said to them, 

“Men of Israel, take care what you do with these men.  For before these days Theudas arose, 

giving himself out to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him; but he 

was slain and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing.  After him Judas the 

Galilean arose in the days of the census and drew away some of the people after him; he also 

perished, and all who followed him were scattered.  So in the present case I tell you, keep away 

from these men and let them alone; for if this plan or this undertaking is of men, it will fail; but if 

this of God, you will not be able to overthrow them.  You might even be found opposing God!” 

 So they took his advice, and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and 

charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.  Then they left the presence of 

the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name.  And every 

day in the temple and at home they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 

 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists 

murmured against the Hebrews because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution.  

And the twelve summoned the body of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give 

up preaching the word of God to serve tables.  Therefore, brethren, pick out from among you 

seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this duty.  

But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”  And what they said 

pleased the whole multitude, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, 

and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of 

Antioch.  These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands upon them. 

 And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in 

Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith. (5:34-6:7) 

  

 Psalm 65:1 

 

 Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion; 

 and to you prayers shall be offered in Jerusalem. 

 

The reading is from the Letter of James 

 Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, for you know that we who teach shall 

be judged with greater strictness.  For we all make many mistakes, and if any one makes no 

mistakes in what he says he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body also.  If we put bits 

into the mouths of horses that they may obey us, we guide their whole bodies.  Look at the ships 



also; though they are so great and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small 

rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs.  So the tongue is a little member and boasts of great 

things.  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 

 And the tongue is a fire.  The tongue is an unrighteous world among our members, 

staining the whole body, setting on fire the cycle of nature, and set on fire by hell.  For every 

kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by 

it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who are made in the likeness of God.  

From the same mouth come blessing and cursing.  My brethren, this ought not to be so.  Does a 

spring pour forth from the same opening fresh water and brackish?  Can a fig tree, my brethren, 

yield olives, or a grapevine figs?  No more can salt water yield fresh. (3:1-12) 

 

Psalm 147:12 20 

Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem!  Praise your God, O Zion! 

For he strengthens the bars of your gates; he blesses your sons within you. 

He makes peace in your borders; he fills you with the finest of the wheat. 

He sends forth his command to the earth; his word runs swiftly.  He  

gives snow like wool; he scatters hoarfrost like ashes.  He casts 

forth his ice like morsels; who can stand before his cold?  He 

sends forth his word, and melts them; he makes his wind 

blow, and the waters flow.  He declares his word to 

Jacob, his statutes and ordinances to Israel.  He 

has not dealt thus with any nation; they do 

not know his ordinances.  Praise the Lord! 

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO JOHN 

From the Father of Light: 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He 

was in the beginning with God; all things were made through him, and without him was not 

anything made that was made.  In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came for testimony, to bear 

witness to the light, that all might believe through him.  He was not the light, but came to bear 

witness to the light. 

 The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world.  He was in the world, 

and the world was made through him, yet the world knew him not.  He came to his own home, 

and his own people received him not.  But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 

gave power to become children of God; who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh 

nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld 

his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.  (John bore witness to him, and cried, “This 

was he of whom I said, `He who comes after me ranks before me, for he was before me.'”)  And 

from his fullness have we all received, grace upon grace.  For the law was given through Moses; 

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. (1:1-17) 


