
May 13 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTERTIDE   (Second Palm Sunday) 

Acts 23:12-35, I John 5:13-21, John 12:12-23 

 

 Psalm 128:1, 129:1 and 130:1 

 

 Alleluia, Alleluia.  Blessed is every one who fears the Lord, who walks 

 in his ways!  “Sorely have they afflicted me from my youth.” 

 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord! 

 

The reading is from the Acts of the Apostles 

 When it was day, the Jews made a plot and bound themselves by an oath neither to eat 

nor drink till they had killed Paul.  There were more than forty who made this conspiracy.  And 

they went to the chief priests and elders, and said, “We have strictly bound ourselves by an oath 

to taste no food till we have killed Paul.  You therefore, along with the council, give notice now 

to the tribune to bring him down to you, as though you were going to determine his case more 

exactly.  And we are ready to kill him before he comes near.” 

 Now the son of Paul's sister heard of their ambush; so he went and entered the barracks 

and told Paul.  And Paul called one of the centurions and said, “Bring this young man to the 

tribune; for he has something to tell him.”  So he took him and brought him to the tribune and 

said, “Paul the prisoner called me and asked me to bring this young man to you, as he has 

something to say to you.”  The tribune took him by the hand, and going aside asked him 

privately, “What is it that you have to tell me?”  And he said, “The Jews have agreed to ask you 

to bring Paul down to the council tomorrow, as though they were going to inquire somewhat 

more closely about him.  But do not yield to them; for more than forty of their men lie in ambush 

for him, having bound themselves by an oath neither to eat nor drink till they have killed him; 

and now they are ready, waiting for the promise from you.”  So the tribune dismissed the young 

man, charging him, “Tell no one that you have informed me of this.” 

 Then he called two of the centurions and said, “At the third hour of the night get ready 

two hundred soldiers with seventy horsemen and two hundred spearmen to go as far as Caesarea.  

Also provide mounts for Paul to ride, and bring him safely to Felix the governor.”  And he wrote 

a letter to this effect: 

 “Claudius Lysias to his Excellency the governor Felix, greeting.  This man was seized by 

the Jews, and was about to be killed by them, when I came upon them with the soldiers and 

rescued him, having learned that he was a Roman citizen.  And desiring to know the charge on 

which they accused him, I brought him down to their council.  I found that he was accused about 

questions of their law, but charged with nothing deserving death or imprisonment.  And when it 

was disclosed to me that there would be a plot against the man, I sent him to you at once, 

ordering his accusers also to state before you what they have against him.” 

 So the soldiers, according to their instructions, took Paul and brought him by night to 

Antipatris.  And on the morrow they returned to the barracks, leaving the horsemen to go on with 

him.  When they came to Caesarea and delivered the letter to the governor, they presented Paul 

also before him.  On reading the letter, he asked to what province he belonged.  When he learned 

that he was from Cilicia he said, “I will hear you when your accusers arrive.”  And he 

commanded him to be guarded in Herod's praetorium. (23:12-35) 

 



 Psalm 47, 5 and 1 

 

 Alleluia, Alleluia.  God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with 

 the sound of a trumpet.  Clap your hands, all peoples! 

 Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 

 

The reading is from the First Letter of John 

 I write this to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that 

you have eternal life.  And this is the confidence which we have in him, that if we ask anything 

according to his will he hears us.  And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know 

that we have obtained the requests made of him.  If any one sees his brother committing what is 

not a mortal sin, he will ask, and God will give him life for those whose sin is not mortal.  There 

is sin which is mortal; I do not say that one is to pray for that.  All wrongdoing is sin, but there is 

sin which is not mortal. 

 We know that any one born of God does not sin, but He who was born of God keeps him, 

and the evil one does not touch him.  We know that we are of God, and the whole world is in the 

power of the evil one. 

 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, to know 

him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ.  This is the true God and 

eternal life.  Little children, keep yourselves from idols. (5:13-21) 

  

 Psalm 24:1-10 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia.  Lift up your gates, O you princes; the everlasting doors shall be 

lifted up and the king of glory shall come in.  The earth is the Lord's and the 

fulness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein; for he has founded it 

upon the seas, and established it upon the rivers.  Who shall ascend the hill 

of the Lord?  And who shall stand in his holy place?  He who has clean 

hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to what is false, 

and does not swear deceitfully.  He will receive blessing from the 

Lord, and vindication from the God of his salvation.  Such is the 

generation of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God of Jacob.  Lift 

up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of 

glory may come in.  Who is the King of glory?  The Lord, strong and 

mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle!  Lift up your heads, O gates! 

and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is this King of glory?  The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory! 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO JOHN 

Concerning the Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

 The next day a great crowd who had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to 

Jerusalem.  So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying, “Hosanna!  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” and Jesus found a 

young ass and sat upon it; as it is written, “Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is 

coming, sitting on an ass's colt!”  His disciples did not understand this at first; but when Jesus 

was glorified, then they remembered that this had been written of him and had been done to him.  



The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from 

the dead bore witness.  The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had 

done this sign.  The Pharisees then said to one another, “You see that you can do nothing; look, 

the world has gone after him.” 

 Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks.  So these came 

to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”  

Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew went with Philip and they told Jesus.  And Jesus answered 

them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.”  (12:12-23)  
 


