
May 27 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

Remembrance of the Prophet Elijah 

I Kings 18:29-46, II Kings 2:1-15, James 5:16-20, Luke 4:25-30 

 

 Psalm 65:1 

 

 Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion; 

 and to you prayers shall be offered in Jerusalem. 

 

The reading is from the First Book of the Kings 

 And as midday passed, they raved on until the time of the offering of the oblation, but 

there was no voice; no one answered, no one heeded. 

 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me”; and all the people came near to 

him.  And he repaired the altar of the Lord that had been thrown down; Elijah took twelve stones, 

according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord came, 

saying, “Israel shall be your name”; and with the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord.  

And he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed.  And he 

put the wood in order, and cut the bull in pieces and laid it on the wood.  And he said, “Fill four 

jars with water, and pour it on the burnt offering, and on the wood.”  And he said, “Do it a 

second time”; and they did it a second time.  And he said, “Do it a third time”; and they did it a 

third time.  And the water ran round about the altar, and filled the trench also with water. 

 And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet came near and said, “O 

Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel, and 

that I am your servant, and that I have done all these things at your bidding.  Answer me, O Lord, 

answer me, that this people may know that you, O Lord, are God, and that you have turned their 

hearts back.”  Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt offering, and the wood, and 

the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.  And when all the people 

saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, “The Lord, he is God; the Lord, he is God.”  And 

Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape.”  And they seized 

them; and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and killed them there. 

 And Elijah said to Ahab, “Go up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of the rushing of 

rain.”  So Ahab went up to eat and to drink.  And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he 

bowed himself down upon the earth, and put his face between his knees.  And he said to his 

servant, “Go up now, look toward the sea.”  And he went up and looked, and said, “There is 

nothing.”  And he said, “Go again seven times.”  And at the seventh time he said, “Behold, a 

little cloud like a man's hand is rising out of the sea.”  And he said, “Go up, say to Ahab, 

`Prepare your chariot and go down, lest the rain stop you.'”  And in a little while the heavens 

grew black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain.  And Ahab rode and went to 

Jezreel.  And the hand of the Lord was on Elijah; and he girded up his loins and ran before Ahab 

to the entrance of Jezreel. (18:29-46) 

 

The reading is from the Second Book of the Kings 

 Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and 

Elisha were on their way from Gilgal.  And Elijah said to Elisha, “Tarry here, I pray you; for the 

Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.”  But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, 



I will not leave you.”  So they went down to Bethel.  And the sons of the prophets who were in 

Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take away 

your master from over you?”  And he said, “Yes, I know it; hold your peace.” 

 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, tarry here, I pray you; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.”  

But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.”  So they came to 

Jericho.  The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do 

you know that today the Lord will take away your master from over you?”  And he answered, 

“Yes, I know it; hold your peace.” 

 Then Elijah said to him, “Tarry here, I pray you; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.”  

But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.”  So the two of 

them went on.  Fifty men of the sons of the prophets also went, and stood at some distance from 

them, as they both were standing by the Jordan.  Then Elijah took his mantle, and rolled it up, 

and struck the water, and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, till the two of 

them could go over on dry ground. 

 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, before I am 

taken from you.”  And Elisha said, “I pray you, let me inherit a double share of your spirit.”  And 

he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it shall 

be so for you; but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.”  And as they still went on and talked, 

behold, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them.  And Elijah went up by a 

whirlwind into heaven.  And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! the chariots of 

Israel and its horsemen!”  And he saw him no more. 

 Then he took hold of his own clothes and rent them in two pieces.  And he took up the 

mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan.  

Then he took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the water, saying, “Where 

is the Lord, the God of Elijah?”  And when he had struck the water, the water was parted to the 

one side and to the other; and Elisha went over. 

 Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho saw him over against them, they 

said, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.”  And they came to meet him, and bowed to the ground 

before him. (2:1-15) 

 

  

  

Psalm 66:4, 1 and 2 

 

 Alleluia, Alleluia.  All the earth worships you; they sing praises 

 to you, sing praises to your name.  Make a joyful noise to God, 

 all the earth; sing the glory of his name; 

 give to him glorious praise. 

 

The reading is from the Letter of James 

 Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be 

healed.  The prayer of a righteous man has great power in its effects.  Elijah was a man of like 

nature with ourselves and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six 

months it did not rain on the earth.  Then he prayed again and the heaven gave rain, and the earth 

brought forth its fruit. 



 My brethren, if any one among you wanders from the truth and some one brings him 

back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul 

from death and will cover a multitude of sins. (5:16-20) 

  

 Psalm 102:13 

 

 Alleluia, Alleluia.  You will rise up and have compassion on Zion, 

 for it is time to favor it; the appointed time has come. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO LUKE 

Our Lord Jesus Christ: 

 “But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the 

heaven was shut up three years and six months, when there came a great famine over all the land; 

and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who 

was a widow.  And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha; and none 

of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.”  When they heard this, all in the synagogue 

were filled with wrath.  And they rose up and put him out of the city, and led him to the brow of 

the hill on which their city was built, that they might throw him down headlong.  But passing 

through the midst of them he went away. (4:25-30) 
 


