
June 24 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

(Feast of Discovery of St. Mary’s Jewel Box) 

Isaiah 2:5-11, Romans 8:31-10:4, Matthew 13:24-30 

 

 Psalm 65:1 

 

 Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion; 

 and to you prayers shall be offered in Jerusalem. 

 

The reading is from the Prophet Isaiah 

 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!  For you have forsaken the 

ways of your people, O house of Jacob.  Indeed they are full of diviners from the east and of 

soothsayers like the Philistines, and they clasp hands with foreigners.  Their land is filled with 

silver and gold, and there is no end to their treasures; their land is filled with horses, and there is 

no end to their chariots.  Their land is filled with idols; they bow down to the work of their 

hands, to what their own fingers have made.  And so people are humbled, and everyone is 

brought low�do not forgive them!  Enter into the rock, and hide in the dust from the terror of the 

Lord, and from the glory of his majesty.  The haughty eyes of people shall be brought low, and 

the pride of everyone shall be humbled; and the Lord alone will be exalted in that day. (2:5-

11) 

 Psalm 48:1 

  

 

 Alleluia, Alleluia.  Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised  

 in the city of our God!  His holy mountain. 

 

 

The reading is from the Letter of Paul to the Romans  

 What then shall we say to this?  If God is for us, who is against us?  He who did not spare 

his own Son but gave him up for us all, will he not also give us all things with him?  Who shall 

bring any charge against God's elect?  It is God who justifies; who is to condemn?  Is it Christ 

Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed 

intercedes for us?  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall tribulation, or distress, 

or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  As it is written, “For your sake we 

are being killed all day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”  No, in all these things 

we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am sure that neither death, nor 

life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 I am speaking the truth in Christ, I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the 

Holy Spirit, that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  For I could wish that I 

myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen by race.  

They are Israelites, and to them belong the sonship, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the 

law, the worship, and the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and of their race, according to 

the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever.  Amen. 



 But it is not as though the word of God had failed.  For not all who are descended from 

Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children of Abraham because they are his descendants; but 

“Through Isaac shall your descendants be named.”  This means that it is not the children of the 

flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are reckoned as descendants.  

For this is what the promise said, “About this time I will return and Sarah shall have a son.”  And 

not only so, but also when Rebecca had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, 

though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad, in order that God's 

purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of his call, she was told, 

“The elder will serve the younger.”  As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 

 What shall we say then?  Is there injustice on God's part?  By no means!  For he says to 

Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 

compassion.”  So it depends not upon man's will or exertion, but upon God's mercy.  For the 

scripture says to Pharaoh, “I have raised you up for the very purpose of showing my power in 

you, so that my name may be proclaimed in all the earth.”  So then he has mercy upon whomever 

he wills, and he hardens the heart of whomever he wills. 

 You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault?  For who can resist his will?”  But 

who are you, a man, to answer back to God?  Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why have 

you made me thus?”  Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one 

vessel for beauty and another for menial use?  What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to 

make known his power, has endured with much patience the vessels of wrath made for 

destruction, in order to make known the riches of his glory for the vessels of mercy, which he has 

prepared beforehand for glory, even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from 

the Gentiles?  As indeed He says in Hosea, “Those who were not my people I will call `my 

people,' and her who was not beloved I will call `my beloved.'”  “And in the very place where it 

was said to them, `you are not my people,' they will be called `sons of the living God.'” 

 And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel:  “Though the number of the sons of Israel be as 

the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will be saved; for the Lord will execute his sentence 

upon the earth with rigor and dispatch.”  And as Isaiah predicted, “If the Lord of hosts had not 

left us children, we would have fared like Sodom and been made like Gomorrah.” 

 What shall we say, then?  That Gentiles who did not pursue righteous¬ness have attained 

it, that is, righteousness through faith; but that Israel who pursued the righteousness which is 

based on law did not succeed in fulfilling that law.  Why?  Because they did not pursue it 

through faith, but as if it were based on works.  They have stumbled over the stumbling stone, as 

it is written, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone that will make men stumble, a rock that will 

make them fall; and he who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved.  I bear 

them witness that they have a zeal for God, but it is not enlightened.  For, being ignorant of the 

righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to 

God's righteousness.  For Christ is the end of the law, that every one who has faith may be 

justified. (8:31-10:4) 

 Psalm 5:11 

 

 

 Alleluia, Alleluia.  But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; 

 let them ever sing for joy.  Spread your protection over them, 

 so that those who love your name may exalt in you. 



 

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 

Our Lord Jesus Christ: 

 Another parable he put before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared 

to a man who sowed good seed in his field; but while men were sleeping, his enemy came and 

sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away.  So when the plants came up and bore grain, 

then the weeds appeared also.  And the servants of the householder came and said to him, `Sir, 

did you not sow good seed in your field?  How then has it weeds?'  He said to them, `An enemy 

has done this.'  The servants said to him, `Then do you want us to go and gather them?'  But he 

said, `No; lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them.  Let both grow 

together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and 

bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.'” (13:24 30) 
 


