
July 8 

FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST (Vartavar) 

Wisdom 7:25-8:4, Zechariah 14:16-21, I John 1:1-7, Matthew 16:13-17:13 

 

 

 Psalm 15:1 and 2 

 

 Alleluia, Alleluia.  O Lord, who may abide in your tent? 

 Who may dwell on your holy hill? 

 Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right, 

 and speak the truth from their heart. 

 

The reading is from the Wisdom of Solomon  

 For she is a breath of the power of God, and a pure emanation of the glory of the 

Almighty; therefore nothing defiled gains entrance into her. 

 For she is a reflection of eternal light, a spotless mirror of the working of God, and an 

image of his goodness. 

 Though she is but one, she can do all things, and while remaining in herself, she renews 

all things; in every generation she passes into holy souls and makes them friends of God, and 

prophets; for God loves nothing so much as the man who lives with wisdom. 

 For she is more beautiful than the sun, and excels every constellation of the stars. 

 Compared with the light she is found to be superior, for it is succeeded by the night, but 

against wisdom evil does not prevail. 

 She reaches mightily from one end of the earth to the other, and she orders all things 

well. 

 I loved her and sought her from my youth, and I desired to take her for my bride, and I 

became enamored of her beauty. 

 She glorifies her noble birth by living with God, and the Lord of all loves her. 

 For she is an initiate in the knowledge of God, and an associate in his works. (7:25-

8:4) 

 

 

 

The reading is from the Prophet Zechariah  

 Then every one that survives of all the nations that have come against Jerusalem shall go 

up year after year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the feast of booths.  And if 

any of the families of the earth do not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, 

there will be no rain upon them.  And if the family of Egypt do not go up and present themselves, 

then upon them shall come the plague with which the Lord afflicts the nations that do not go up 

to keep the feast of booths.  This shall be the punishment to Egypt and the punishment to all the 

nations that do not go up to keep the feast of booths. 

 And on that day there shall be inscribed on the bells of the horses, “Holy to the Lord.”  

And the pots in the house of the Lord shall be as the bowls before the altar; and every pot in 

Jerusalem and Judah shall be sacred to the Lord of hosts, so that all who sacrifice may come and 

take of them and boil the flesh of the sacrifice in them.  And there shall no longer be a trader in 

the house of the Lord of hosts on that day. (14:16-21) 



 

The reading is from the First Letter of John  

 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 

eyes, which we have looked upon and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—the 

life was made manifest, and we saw it, and testify to it, and proclaim to you the eternal life which 

was with the Father and was made manifest to us—that which we have seen and heard we 

proclaim also to you, so that you may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is with the 

Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.  And we are writing this that our joy may be complete. 

 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in 

him is no darkness at all.  If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we 

lie and do not live according to the truth; but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 

 (1:1-7)   

 Matthew 17:5 

 

 Alleluia, Alleluia.  A bright cloud overshadowed them, and 

 a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, 

 with whom I am well pleased.” 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 

Our Lord Jesus Christ: 

 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who 

do men say that the Son of Man is?”  And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say 

Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets,” He said to them, “But who do you say that I 

am?”  Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  And Jesus answered 

him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar Jona!  For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 

Father who is in heaven.  And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 

and the powers of death shall not prevail against it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 

earth shall be loosed in heaven.”  Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was 

the Christ. 

 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer 

many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 

raised.  And Peter took him and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid, Lord!  This shall 

never happen to you.”  But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!  You are a 

hindrance to me; for you are not on the side of God, but of men.” 

 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and 

take up his cross and follow me.  For whoever would save his life will lose it, and whoever loses 

his life for my sake will find it.  For what will it profit a man, if he gains the whole world and 

forfeits his life?  Or what shall a man give in return for his life?  For the Son of Man is to  come 

with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay every man for what he has done.  

Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son 

of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John his brother, and led 

them up a high mountain apart.  And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the 

sun, and his garments became white as light.  And behold, there appeared to them Moses and 



Elijah, talking with him.  And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is well that we are here; if you wish, I 

will make three booths here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.”  He was still 

speaking, when lo, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is 

my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.”  When the disciples heard this, 

they fell on their faces, and were filled with awe.  But Jesus came and touched them, saying, 

“Rise, and have no fear.”  And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. 

 And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the 

vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”  And the disciples asked him, “Then why 

do the scribes say that first Elijah must come?”  He replied, “Elijah does come, and he is to 

restore all things; but I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not know him, but did 

to him whatever they pleased.  So also the Son of Man will suffer at their hands.”  Then the 

disciples understood that he was speaking to them of John the Baptist. (16:13-17:13) 

  
 


