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From Today’s Readings
Isaiah 13:1-11 This oracle against Babylon points to its destruction (historically, by the Medes and Persians) on “the day of the Lord,” a phrase that can be applied to any manifestation of God’s judgment. The sound of advancing armies and genuine human terror is vividly described. The cosmos shares in the agony as the heavens darken. Discussion: Babylon stood for wealth, refined culture, and political power. Have you ever witnessed these priorities blind people to God’s values of truth, justice and love?
2 Corinthians 7: 4-16 Paul’s spirit is refreshed when he hears the good news Titus shares with him: rather than being distressed by a letter Paul had sent them, the Corinthians were prompted to repent. They embrace Titus and feel only concern and love for Paul. “I rejoice…!” exclaims a relieved and encouraged apostle. A lesson for us all is that faith renders tensions subordinate to the common bonds of Christian love.  Discussion: Paul talks of God giving heart to all those low in spirit and how He gave him strength with the arrival of Titus. (v. 6) In your ministry in the church, have you ever felt strengthened by the presence of another?
Mark 7:31-37 A deaf mute from Decapolis, the predominantly Greek region of 1st century Palestine, is brought to Jesus by caring people who seek his healing. Jesus takes him away from the crowd and first touches his ear and then, using His own saliva, touches his tongue, looking heavenward as he heals the man. Those seeing this and hearing the story later in Mark’s Gospel could not miss the connection with Isaiah’s prophecy (35:5): that when the Messiah comes, “then will the eyes of the blind be opened, the ears of the deaf be cleared.” Discussion: As in other healing stories, here we see again how people are brought to Jesus by others who are convinced that He can change lives. Do you share that belief? How might He change your life?

Saturday, September 15, is the Feast of  the Dedication of Churches

[image: Image result for Queen Helena in Jerusalem - icon image]The consecration of every newly built church, as well as the anniversary of that occasion, is called navagadik. This was established as a distinct feast on the Saturday preceding the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. It marked the consecration of the Church of the Holy Resurrection (Holy Sepulcher) built by the Emperor Constantine following his mother Queen Helena’s miraculous discovery of the Cross. Having unearthed three crosses at the site of Jesus’ crucifixion, Helena had a dying woman touch each; the woman was healed when she touched the cross of Christ. On that spot, the church of the Holy Resurrection was built and finally completed and consecrated on September 13, 335. Being that the church complex is on both the sites of Jesus’ crucifixion and His burial, this is an important pilgrimage site for all Christians. 
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