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From Today’s Readings
Mark 11:27-33 The chief priests, teachers of the law, and elders question Jesus’ authority. Discussion: Why doesn’t Jesus directly address their question? (Jesus had just angered them by throwing out the moneychangers and vendors at the Temple; He knew their motives were not out of genuine interest but a desire to undermine His authority)  In what ways do we undermine Jesus’ authority?  (Self and not God-based priorities; secular and not Gospel values, doubts prompted by the “world’s ways,”etc.)
2 Corinthians 13:5-13 St. Paul prays for the community’s strength and right living, assuring them that as long as Christ dwells in them, they will be able to pass any test of faith. He recommends that they test themselves to be sure that Christ is truly at work in their lives. Memorable verse (12): “Greet one another with a holy kiss” (a foundational verse for our kiss of peace during Badarak). Discussion: What are some the “tests” we could apply to ourselves to see if Christ guides our lives? (How we speak, our love for and service to others, our righteous anger and passion for the wrongs of the world, the importance of prayer, etc.)  
Isaiah 17:7-14 Isaiah prophecies the doom of Damascus, a city that has forgotten God. Discussion: In verse 10, God is described as Savior (salvation), Rock, and Fortress (strength, refuge). What qualities of God do these words suggest? Which of them means the most to you? 

Saturday, October 13, is the Feast of the Holy Translators 
[image: Image result for gregory of narek - images]Mesrob, Yeghishe, Moses, David the Philosopher, Gregory of Narek, Nersess the Grace-filled These well-known saints are remembered on other days of the church calendar year, but the Armenian Church remembers them here specifically as “translators,” those who enlighten others about our faith through prayers, hymns, poetry, philosophy and even history. Translation goes beyond rendering one language into another. It is the sharing of the experience of Christ with His people, to those who will also become translators for His Church.
	St. Gregory of Narek (c 945-1003) was a beloved teacher, churchman and prolific writer. Born in Narek (near Lake Van) he entered the monastery there and wrote Bible commentaries, history and deeply affecting prayers. His renowned collection Speaking with God from the Depths of My Heart was so treasured that it was thought to have healing powers.  This Sunday begin class with one of his prayers (Prayer 24): “Dear Lord, I pray that I might be honored with clothing of light, from which I have been stripped/that I might touch the hand of Him, from whom I am separated/that I might receive my daily bread, for which I have not worked/that I might be showered with rewards, which I have not earned/that I might remember all my blessings, which I always forget. Discuss (all ages!) What are some of the blessings in my life I need to remember?”		                      Department of Christian Education
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