Scripture and Feast Day Notes
Sunday, October 27, 2019

From Today’s Readings:
Matthew 24:27-36 Although no one but the Father knows the exact day or hour, Jesus speaks of His return as unmistakable. He will appear in the sky with power and great glory and will send His angels with a loud trumpet blast to gather the elect from the four corners of the world. Discuss/reflect: Our Lord puts things into clear perspective for His disciples in v 36. “Heaven and earth will pass away but my words will never pass away.” Do Jesus’ words – words that will last forever even when all else turns to dust –have an impact on how you live? In what ways?
I Corinthians 1:18-24 St. Paul talks about the different reactions to the message of the cross. The Jews believed it to be foolish; others believed it to be offensive. Discuss/reflect: What pictures come to mind when you think of powerful, successful people? How do these images compare with Christ on the Cross? 
Isaiah 33:22-34:1 Isaiah encourages God’s people to place their trust in Him. As in today’s reading from Wisdom, we encounter images of a ship in disarray. Discuss/reflect: With what four roles is Jesus (Lord) identified in verse 22? (Judge, lawgiver, king, savior). How can each guide your behavior?
Wis.14: 1-8  On the Feast of the Discovery of the Holy Cross as well as the earlier Feast of the Exaltation, this reading (which can only be found in the Armenian Bible or a Bible that includes the Deuterocanonical books) offers an image of a floundering ship and the raft that brings people to safety. “The people trust their lives to the smallest piece of wood …for blessed is the wood by which righteousness comes” (vv 5-7) – a reference for Christians to the Cross of Christ and the true path to salvation (as opposed to wooden idols).  Discuss/reflect: Do you trust your life to God’s sovereignty? If not, what idols are your gods?

Feast of the Discovery of the Holy Cross
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In the 4th century, the Emperor Constantine delegated his mother Queen Helena to find the actual cross upon which Christ was crucified. She found the site (c.326), but three crosses were there. To authenticate the true cross of Christ, it was said that the body of a young man who had recently died was placed on each cross. The true Cross of Christ was ‘discovered’ when the deceased youth came back to life. Christians in Jerusalem began to venerate that cross, and since then it has been broken into fragments and dispersed among various churches. There is a fragment of the cross in Etchmiadzin, as well as in St. Vartan Cathedral in New York City. Discuss/reflect: Although this was a discovery made long ago, even today we are called to discover the mystery of the cross in our daily lives. Are we willing to be that youth? To  transform our lives by taking up the cross, and allowing its power to give us new life in Christ?        
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