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From Today’s Readings
John 6:15-21 When Jesus is seen walking on the stormy surface of the Sea of Galilee, He assures His terrified disciples: “It is I; don’t be afraid” (v.20). The original Greek is a more powerful construction, namely, “I AM,” echoing God’s very same self-identification to Moses at the burning bush. Discuss/reflect: Immediately before this incident, the disciples had been with Jesus as He miraculously fed the 5,000 with a few loaves of bread and fish. What had they failed to see then that might have helped them here? Do you truly trust that the Lord can bring peace to a troubled heart?
2 Tim 2:15-26 St. Paul urges the apostle Timothy, his protégé,  to serve confidently as a man of faith and to adhere to rules for righteous living. To counter false teachings, he suggests instructing people gently so that their hearts might open to God’s truth. Discuss/reflect: What might be some “desires of youth” (v22) that can lead us away from God’s radical call to a life of peace, faith and love?
Is 61:10-62:9 Isaiah describes a commissioning by God in which Israel will bring healing and hope to others and for which it will be clothed in priestly “garments of salvation” and “robes of righteousness.”(v.10). These images are echoed in the Armenian rites of baptism and ordination as well as in the priest’s vesting prayers before the Divine Liturgy. Discuss/reflect: What are some ways you can speak up (62:1) for righteousness’ sake in the world? In your parish?

February 8: St. Sarkis the Warrior (4th century)
[image: Image result for St. Sarkis the Warrior-icon image"]
Sarkis was a valiant and faithful soldier of Greek descent in Emperor Constantine’s army. When Emperor Julian took the throne in 361, he began to zealously promote traditional Roman paganism instead of the Christian faith legitimized by Emperor Constantine in 313. This earned him the title “Apostate.” Under threat of persecution, Sarkis and his son Mardiros sought the protection of King Tiran of Armenia. From there, he went to serve in the Persian army, where he and his son won many converts to Christianity. When they refused to worship pagan idols, father and son were martyred. Sarkis believed that telling people about Jesus was more important than his life in this world. Fourteen Persian soldiers whom he had converted to Christianity risked their lives to bury the general’s body and they too were executed. In the fifth century, Mesrob Mashdotz moved the saint’s remains to Armenia.
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