
Diving Deep Discussion: Racism 

 

Purpose: Diving Deep is an initiative of the ACYOA Central Council in collaboration with              

the Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministries. All ACYOA Seniors and young             

adults are invited to participate in this peer-led, interactive discussion utilizing the Zoom             

platform.  

 

Moderator Reminders: Welcome everyone as they enter Zoom, and let them know            

you'll be beginning shortly. Begin 5 minutes after the posted start time. Review Zoom              

housekeeping tips, such as keep your microphone on mute when you are not actively              

speaking and turn off your video if you are mobile and moving around, so as to not                 

distract others. Encourage participation from everyone in the discussion, but let them            

know it's ok to just listen. Remind participants they may also use the Chat feature if they                 

would like to comment on what is being said or would like to share a link to a resource.  

 

Opening Comments: We have all been bombarded with images, video and articles from             

the headlines about the death of George Floyd and our country’s response. For our              

discussion, let's come together with an open mind and an open heart to have an honest                

conversation about racism in our country, and how we as Christians are called to              

respond. This conversation will be a safe place to shed light on a topic that can often be                  

uncomfortable - but so very necessary - to talk about. 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Complete the following sentence: “Racism in America today is ...” 

 

2. On a scale of 0-5, with 0 being not comfortable at all and 5 being extremely                

comfortable: How comfortable are you talking about race? Explain.  

 

3. Share your initial reactions to the headlines and images in the news of the death               

of George Floyd. What did you find most challenging about hearing (or seeing)             

the news of his death? 

 

4. Have you witnessed acts of racism? Did you realize that it was racism while it               

was happening? What prevents people from intervening when they witness acts           

of racism? 

 

5. Can you recall a time when your white privilege benefited you and your family?              

Do you feel it is the responsibility of the privileged to speak up when they               

witness prejudice and discrimination? Why or why not? 

Diocese of the Armenian Church (Eastern) | VEMKAR | www.vemkar.us 
 

http://www.vemkar.us/


 

6. The opposite of racism is anti-racism, not “not racist.” One is active and the              

other passive. Can you recall a moment where you personally perpetuated           

racism? Can you name the implicit biases that led you to feel this way? 

 

7. How does your Christianity inform your opinion of racism? Do you believe that             

the church has more of a responsibility to address racism than other            

communities do?  

 

8. The opposite of racism is anti-racism, not “not racist.” One is active and the              

other passive. Armenians are very focused on preserving their ethnic culture and            

identity. How is racism perpetuated in the Armenian community? What is our            

responsibility, in our churches and in our society, to dismantle racism and be             

more inclusive? 

 

Copy and paste the below Bible passage into the chat: 

 

“9 Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. 10                

For if they fall, one will lift up the other; but woe to one who is alone and falls                   

and does not have another to help. 11 Again, if two lie together, they keep warm;                

but how can one keep warm alone? 12 And though one might prevail against              

another, two will withstand one. A threefold cord is not quickly broken.”            

(Ecclesiastes 4:9-12) 

 

9. What words or images stand out to you from this passage? (Pause for             

responses.) So how do we, as Armenian Christians, participate actively in           

anti-racism? What are concrete actions we can make to implement change in            

our parishes, in our communities, and in our country? (e.g. strategic alliance with             

African American Christian churches, attend rallies, donate towards anti-racism         

organizations, prayer services, etc.) 
 

Closing thought: “You can't go back and change the beginning, but you can start where               

you are and change the ending.”   - C. S. Lewis 
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