
 MY MOTHER’S  LOVE  

By Louise M. Yardumian 

St. Hagop Church, Pinellas Park, FL 

 

My mother made it a personal mission to bring Jesus’ love to parishioners of our mission parish. 

I recall one time, a young couple came to our service.  A lovely husband and wife were new to 

our community. They knew no one.  My mother went over to the young bride and introduced 

herself and welcomed them.  She struck up a conversation with the young lady, and she would 

do this every time they came to church.  In fact, she did the same thing with any new people 

who came to worship with us in our borrowed house of worship.  Mom always had a beautiful 

smile on her face, her small 5’ stature made no difference to her.  She stood tall and welcomed 

everyone.  As our parish grew she just kept welcoming people…she wanted them to feel the 

love she had in her heart, to love her neighbor as herself, to help them feel Jesus’ love for 

them. It was a healing love.  Someone new to the area, away from familiar surroundings and 

people, she always would extend Jesus’ love to all. 

 

Just recently, this parishioner, who attends church with her family on a regular basis, came up 

to me and told me her story, and thanked me for my mother’s kindness and love, told me the 

story of how my mother welcomed her and how good she felt each time she would see her. 

With tears in her eyes, she said how it warmed her heart, and how she never forgot it. This 

incident goes back probably 20-25 years, but she recalled the story like it was yesterday.  We 

hugged and tears filled both of our eyes.  Jesus’ love came from within, from one little person, 

who truly loved her Lord with all her heart, and she made a difference to this person and I’m 

sure, to many more.  

 

Questions for Reflection: 

 

1. Can you visualize someone in your own parish community that also strives to bring 

Jesus’ love to parishioners? What qualities does this person exemplify? How has she or 

he served as a shining example for you? 

 

2. Can you recall a time in your own life when someone’s outreach helped to heal you in a 

time of need? How did you feel? 

 

3. What can you do to help new parishioners feel loved and welcomed in your own parish 

community, the way Louise’s mom did? 

 

Diocese of the Armenian Church (Eastern) | VEMKAR | www.vemkar.us 
 

http://www.vemkar.us/

