a few words from der tateos . . . 

The Book of Revelation encourages Christians to remain faithful in the face of persecution and trial. The author John, a Christian Prophet who was persecuted himself, writes from exile, and employs visionary and symbolic language characteristic of apocalyptic literature to give his readers confidence that God, not Satan or the Roman Emperor, as Lord of history.   

The Book contains letters John wrote to the seven churches of Asia Minor, each a brief description of the seven congregations.  Each congregation differs from the other, having John’s words to them differ as well.  

	2 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:
These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands.2 I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not and have found them false. 3 You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name and have not grown weary.
4 Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first. 5 Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.6 But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.
John commends them for their patient endurance (presumably of persecution) but rebukes them for having abandoned the love that once defined them.  

Throughout two millennium, Armenian Christians have been defined by love of God.  And because of this love and obedience to God, barbaric hostile nations and empires which encircled and bordered our nation, assumed Armenian Christians to be weak and alterable in their pieties.  This false perception has continued to this day as witnessed by the atrocities of the barbaric and brutal Turk in all his form who takes pride in his cruel and inhuman acts.  

Jesus told his disciples about traumatic days to come.  He said that the results will be quick and arbitrary: 
40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.  42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. (Matt. 24.40-42)

The cost in human lives and resources resulting from the war in Artsakh on our people; the devastating effects of the Covid-19 virus on churches, people, and livelihoods; the vitriolic rhetoric in this country from mobs full of hate and anger; these all illustrate how widespread and devastating the traumatic events of 2020 have been on a global scale for all people. 

The Armenian Church is not and has not been a rudderless ship set adrift.  Her compass has always been set toward faithfulness in God, hope for the tomorrow, contentment for the gift of life. Throughout her history great men and women have emerged from the ashes of destruction to build strong once again the pillars of faith that reinforces that hope for the tomorrow.    The challenge today becomes: how do the leaders of the Armenian Church offer comfort to her people while wagering a spiritual warfare against the overwhelming struggles of today, and, at the same time, preparing them for the next unexpected momentous world event of tomorrow?   

Living life in the here and now, with a background awareness of how short and precious life can be may cause fear, but on a deeper level it can help one live thankfully each day with an appreciation of life's blessings – few or many.  This indispensable truth is that we never are to take our blessings for granted.  Today, these blessings are ours; on another, perhaps they may be gone.  An awareness of God's grace and presence is key.

As you ponder how Christmas can be celebrated without large family gatherings around the table, or copious presents under the tree, or the ritual of Santa coming down the chimney, this year remember and believe wholeheartedly the words of Jesus who said: 

25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? . . . . 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well  . . . . (Matt 24: 25; 33).

While you await the coming of the birth of the Savior, remember, celebrate what God has given to you: the ability to live the gift of life today.  Why should you?  . . . because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 

