
Scripture and Feast Day Notes 
Sunday, May 9, 2021 

Happy Mother’s Day! 
From Today’s Readings 
John 9:39-10:10 Jesus describes himself as the Gate through which his sheep pass, following the 

voice of the One they know. Whoever enters by this Gate, will “find pasture..and be saved.” (v.9) 

Discuss/reflect: Jesus describing himself as the Gate is one of the famous “I am’s” of the Gospel 

of John, in which Jesus provides a number of images which express his character. In verse 11, he 

is “the good shepherd.” What do the images of “gate” and “good shepherd” tell you about 

Jesus? What images could you add that would describe who he is to you? 

Acts 20:17-38 St. Paul touches the hearts of the church elders in Ephesus with his eloquent 

farewell. Predicting an uncertain fate, Paul declares his life meaningless save for the task of 

witnessing to God’s power and grace. He asks these leaders to be good shepherds to their flock, 

as “wolves” will surely be on the prowl. He exhorts them to always work hard for the less 

fortunate. Discuss/reflect: St. Paul asks the Ephesians to think back on his time with them as a 

testimony to God’s grace (vv 18, 24). If someone watched you in action, what would they assume 

a Christian lifestyle is like? How would you like to change so they can get a better picture? 

1 John 3:2-6 John relates that Christians are not fully who they will become with God’s grace. 

And yet only those who truly know Christ can come close to living a life without sin. If we 

continue to sin, how can we say we know Jesus? Discuss/reflect: In what ways do you habitually 

“keep on sinning” (v. 6)? Thoughtless anger?  Envy? Lack of charity? Unforgiving spirit?  What 

might these habits be saying about your walk with Jesus? 

 

Thursday, May 13,  is the Feast of the Ascension of Jesus 
In Acts 1:1-11, we read a full account 

of Jesus’ ascension (see Mark 16:19 

and Luke 24:50-51 as well). After 

having appeared to the disciples 

frequently during a forty-day period,  

Jesus told them to stay in Jerusalem 

and wait for the gift he had promised: 

the Holy Spirit. When asked by his 

devoted followers when he would 

return to “restore the kingdom to 

Israel” (still thinking of an earthly 

one), Jesus told them it was not 

known, but that they should continue 

to witness to him “in Jerusalem... and to the ends of the earth.” He was then taken up before their 

eyes. Two angelic figures appeared nearby as they watched their Lord disappear into the clouds. 

They assured the disciples that he would indeed return in the very same way. Reflection: Read 

Acts 1:1-11 and imagine yourself one of Jesus’ followers. You have heard him promise the power 

of the Holy Spirit and ask you to be his witness to the ends of the earth. Now you watch as he 

ascends to heaven. What are you feeling? Hoping?What are your fears? 
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