Scripture and Feast Day Memo
Sunday, June 20, 2021
Happy Father’s Day!

From Today’s Readings
Isaiah 1: 21-31 The prophet continues God’s message to a once-faithful Jerusalem, now depicted as a tarnished prostitute. Justice is not served, rulers seek bribes, and widows are neglected. But God will purge away all these impurities and restore the city to righteousness.  Discuss/reflect: Does your parish spend time working on behalf of the oppressed and the poor in your community? What situations ought it to address?

Romans 7:25-8:11 These verses, in which the word “Spirit” appears so often, answer the question: what does it mean to belong to Christ and live in the Spirit and how does that change my life? Paul declares gratefully that because God offered up his own Son as a sin offering, we have been set free from sin and death, something the old Law could not have accomplished. Those not living according to the Spirit, controlled by a sinful nature, are strangers to God and would not even be able to understand his ways. Discuss/reflect: “The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace.” (8:6) In these difficult times, what governs your mind: life and peace or anxiety and fear? If the latter, what might you do to draw closer to the One who can change this?

Matthew 12: 38-45 Despite all the miracles that Jesus has already worked, the scribes and Pharisees ask for more signs. The exasperated Jesus cites Jonah, first for how the prophet’s message of repentance was quickly heeded by the Ninevites (non-Jews) and also for Jonah’s ‘burial’ in the belly of the fish for 3 days and 3 nights, a foreshadowing of Jesus’ burial and resurrection. Jesus laments how evil can easily find a home in the hearts of those who do not understand who He is. Discuss/reflect: Does God dwell in your heart? Do you feel his presence in all you do, think, say? Does that change what happens to you or does it change who you are?

Saturday,  June 26, commemorates  Sts. King Drtad and Queen Ashkhen
[image: Image result for King Tiridates and Queen Ashkhen - image]This royal couple, along with the extraordinary “Illuminator,” St. Gregory, are the key figures associated with Armenia’s conversion to Christianity. Others played a heroic role, however, such as the martyrs Hripsime, Gayane and their fellow nuns and the King’s sister Khosrovitookht. The backstory is long and rich and can be savored in the 5th century Agathangelos’ History of the Armenians. Drtad’s persecution of Sts. Hripsime and Gayane and his imprisonment of Gregory to stop his proselytizing were said to have driven the King mad. Upon Drtad’s miraculous healing by St. Gregory, the King and Queen, the royal family (although Ashkhen and Khosrovitookht had probably been converted earlier), and the army were baptized. Drtad and Ashkhen encouraged the preaching of the Good News throughout Armenia and even assisted physically with the building of Holy Etchmiadzin and churches dedicated to Hripsime and Gayane. At the end of their lives, they withdrew to separate retreats, dedicating themselves to the Lord. Reflection: The witness of many people, through their words and deeds, all inspired King Drtad’s decision to choose Christ. These include Sts. Hripsime, and Gayane, St. Gregory, Queen Ashkhen, and Drtad’s sister Khosrovitookht. How do you witness to your faith through words and deeds? Who has done that for you?
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