Scripture and Feast Day Notes
Sunday, June 27, 2021 

From Today’s Readings
Isaiah 2:5-11 Isaiah continues to unfold God’s warning that the people of Judah and Jerusalem have abandoned him for meaningless abundance and idols. Their treasure is no longer their Lord, but rather gold and silver, horses and chariots.  God, however, will bring down the arrogant. In the last days “the Lord alone will be exalted.” (v.11) Discuss/reflect: What are your precious treasures and idols (2:7-8)? Use your answers to pray a confessional prayer and ask to be freed from materialism and idolatry that you might “walk in the light of the Lord.” (2:5)
Romans 8:31-10:4 St. Paul outlines the unambiguous nature of God’s sovereignty. His fierce love, a love that took his own Son to the cross, calls us to a relationship where  neither persecution, nor famine, nor any danger, in fact nothing, “in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus.” (8:39) Paul expresses compassion for the Israelites who still believe the Law is the way to God rather than faith in his love and mercy. Discuss/reflect: In what ways do we establish our own rules of righteousness rather than submitting to God’s (10:3)? Do you do this? Do religious institutions do this?
Matthew 13:24-30 In the Parable of the Weeds, one of a number of “Kingdom” parables in this theologically-rich chapter, Jesus uses the harvest as a common symbol for the final judgment. The weeds are brought into being by Evil itself and will prosper side by side in the world. Only in the fullness and end of time and only with God’s discernment and not our own limited understanding, will the weeds be burned (an agricultural image well understood in Jesus’ time). God’s judgment may take many of us by surprise as we think – often in ignorance and intolerance -- about who we feel is “in” and who is “out”! Jesus explains the parable to his disciples in vv 36-43. Discuss/reflect: Have you had a season in your own life where a person could have looked at you and judged you harshly?

Saturday, July 3, is the Feast of the 12 Apostles and St. Paul

[image: Learn the names of the Twelve Apostles in Latin! | Little Latin Readers]Apostle is a Greek word meaning “one who is sent forth” having been entrusted with a special mission. So it was that Jesus called 12 men to be with him, learn from him, and ultimately bring the world to him.  In Matthew 4:19, Jesus gave the fishermen Peter, Andrew, James and John a simple invitation: “Come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” In this way he asked them to leave where they were (their fishing boats and business), journey with him daily, open their hearts to being changed by God, and call others to the same journey. Many other men and women followed him as 

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: 13 Paul icon ideas | paul the apostle, icon, orthodox icons]well. In the same spirit, the disciples (Acts 1:21-22) chose Matthias to replace Judas because he had “journeyed with Jesus daily and was ready to witness to Him.” St. Paul, in turn, became the apostle to the Gentiles, tranformed by his faith from a persecutor of Christians to the greatest of Christian missionaries. Reflection: Going from disciple to apostle is the spiritual journey from student to eager witness (although one continues to learn and grow, even in that transition).  Where are you on this journey?
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