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Do You See What I See?

The Nativity Icon Illumination 
tells the whole story, but in 
different time frames.
The Angels declare the 
glorious miracle announcing 
the Messiah has come, as a 
star sheds heavenly light upon 
the Infant Jesus in the cave 
and embraced by the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Surrounded by the 
shepherds, the magi, and even 
the beasts of the earth rejoice   
for God the Word was born 
among us.
Also notice Joseph, standing to 
the left in the scene; the earthly 
father of Jesus perhaps even in 
his doubt, appears somewhat 
baffled by this awesome 
Theophany. In the lower right 
corner appears the infant 
Christ's first bath, that is a 
foretaste of His Baptism yet to 
come, when again God speaks, 
and the message of Salvation 
is announced. 

Fr. Garabed Kochakian
Contributor

Whenever we look at icons, or paint-
ed images of the Nativity of Christ, we 
often see the Holy Family surrounded 
by angels, Wise Men, shepherds, ani-
mals, and we might think …well there 
it is, in a nut shell, the  'whole story' 
that took place on that starry night 
when God came to earth. But wait.

When we read the accounts of the 
Birth of our Lord Jesus, and partic-
ularly from the accounts in the Holy 
Gospels of Luke, and Matthew, we en-

counter a certain dissonance, spaces of 
time between events. Luke describes 
the herald angels and their great an-
nouncement by noting the shepherds 
in the field with their flocks, the prom-
ise of Peace on Earth to Men of Good 
Will!   

But according to this account, one 
might ask, where are the three kings, 
the Magi who traveled from the east 
and why are they depicted here?

Matthew picks up the story from 
where the Gospel of Luke ends, and he 
presents the visitation as shown in this 
Armenian illuminated miniature icon, 

conflating two accounts, and giving 
the full story of who visited the Lord. 
Luke's narrative is a miraculous event 
that began with the three kings and 
their journey as it continues until today 
for all Christians who still travel - seek-
ing the Lord Christ in their lives.

As the story continues…

King Herod, fearful of the news 
of the birth of a New Born King, and 
secretly summoning the Wise Men as 
they have been called, asked them to 
go and find this child, the New King 
of the Jews. Their journey obviously 
took time; and following that Bright 
Star that led their pathway, they final-
ly arrived in Bethlehem but much later 
than that Holy Night when the Invisi-
ble Creator became Visible, and God's 
Glory was fully revealed. Some histo-
rians and scholars say that their jour-
ney may have taken a few months or 
perhaps up to two years. But the time 
frame really doesn't matter.

So consider this…

Whatever the duration of time 
might have been, as the Magi, driven 
somehow by the Spirit of God, went 
in search of the promised Messiah as 
King Herod had commanded, found 
'the King' in Bethlehem.  Luke's Gos-
pel describes the location as a Man-
ger. But Matthew's Gospel describes 
a different place where they found 
Him, not in a cave/manger as the icon 
depicts - rather in a house. There the 
Christ Child, the little infant was still 
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resting and being cuddled in the arms 
of Mary, his mother. Seeing Him who 
the three Wise Men had searched for, 
they “threw themselves down and 
worshipped Him offering treasures of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. [Mat-
thew 2:1-11]

Whatever time it took will still al-
ways be mystery to us - a few months, 
a year or two as some biblical scholars 
think. What is most important is the 
Magi found the Real Star of Wonder, 
Star of Night, who was God with us. 
And so, all the icons of the nativity, 
particularly this one that combines 
space and time into one, tell us an im-
portant story, yes, the whole and full 
story. Until today that great event of 
God's coming to earth, as we look at 
this image, we may find ourselves as 
participants also.  

The very fact of seeking Jesus, no 
matter how long it took the Magi and, 
however long it takes us today in our 
faith journeys, is still very much a part 
of the Christmas narrative celebrating 
our own life's journeys seeking the Star 
of Wonder, Christ the King. Some peo-
ple find Him sooner, and others later 
in their lifetime.  Nonetheless, the icon 
teaches us that we too, like the Magi, 
are on a journey. And, however long 
it takes, with our moving, walking, 

talking, looking, searching and seeking 
to find Christ in our lives, we will find 
Him, when we pursue Him and follow 
Him with the same passion and fervor 
as the shepherds, the Wise Men and 
people who searched and found God 
with us.

But from there you will search 
again for the LORD your God. And 
if you search for Him with all your 
heart and soul, you will find Him. 
[Deut.4:29]

Yes, the journey and the discovery 
of Christ the Lord will happen when we 
follow the signs that God our Father 
puts in us: a burning heart, a spark of 
desire from within, a hope envisioned.  
Like a star, the Light of Christ shining 
in and through others will be revealed 
to you, to me and to the world

It is all there waiting for us, as it was 
for the people who sat in darkness and 
who found a Great Light, people who 
lived even after Christ the Messiah, 
Our Lord God rose to heaven. 

They grew into adulthood and un-
derstood more clearly the miracle of 
that holy starry, starry night. For all 
who desire to see God even today, the 
journey to find Christ our God contin-
ues, opening every possibility by fol-
lowing Him - the Super Star, the Light 
of the World. And, wherever His Light 

may shine, His luminous power will 
beam upon each believing heart, soul 
and mind that receives His Kingship.

And, we prayerfully sing the Christ-
mas hymn, Khorhoot Medz, O great 
and wondrous Mystery, continues our 
search and becomes the beginning of 
eternity, we celebrate with the Nativity.

It doesn’t matter which date the 
birth of Christ, the Alpha and Omega, 
is celebrated -December 25th, Janu-
ary 6th, January 7th, January 19th or 
to what family or tradition a Chris-
tian may belong. What is important is 
where you're headed, your journey in 
life and the joy in finding Him.

One picture is worth thousand 
words as this Icon shows. It could very 
well be that the Magi who came later 
may be telling us something very im-
portant to ponder, telling us the whole 
story, no matter the delay: O come let 
us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

And guess what!  You just might see 
yourself to be in the Icon, and a part of 
that whole story - the story of the Great 
Mystery of God's Revelation.

What a blessing that is!

Krisdos Dzunav Yev Haydnetsav / 
Christ is Born and God is Revealed!
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