Scripture and Feast Day Notes
Sunday, November 21, 2021
From Today’s Readings
Luke 11:1-13 As they observe Jesus once again in prayer, His disciples ask Him to teach them how to pray. Amazing isn’t it?  With all the healings and miracles Jesus had performed, the one thing they wanted to learn from Him was this. Surely they had noticed how often He withdrew to pray and the effect it had on Him each time. He gives them what has come to be known as “the Lord’s Prayer” and offers examples of how the Father is always responsive to the prayers of a sincere and faithful heart. Discuss/reflect: Look up these verses (not exhaustive!): Matthew 14:19, 23; 19:23, Mark 6:41, 14:32, Luke 5:16, 6:12-13, 9:18, 9:28, 11:1, John 11:41, 17:1-26 and read them aloud as you do. They reveal the Lord’s habit of frequent solitary prayer or giving thanks before a meal, at an important moment, or for others. Reflect on words that speak to you, i.e. withdraw, solitary, thanks, etc. How do they figure in your life?
Phil 4:8-24 From prison in Rome, St. Paul writes his poignant letter to the Philippians and concludes by exhorting them to live their faith: to dwell only on what is true, noble, pure, and right and thereby find abiding peace in God.  Having experienced both great need and great comfort, He has found contentment in any situation, able to do “everything through Him who gives me strength.” Paul thanks the community for sharing in his troubles and supporting him throughout. Discuss/reflect: What do you learn from Paul in this passage about contentment and giving and receiving help from others? Are you content?
Isaiah 29:11-20 A warning to the city of Jerusalem whose people are uncomprehending (vv 11-12) and hypocritical (v 13). Those who hide from the Lord - thinking their deeds will go undetected - will come to nothing. The deaf and blind will soon hear and see His glory and the meek and poor rejoice. Discuss/reflect:  Can you think of a time you honored God with your lips but your heart was far from Him? (v.13)
Today is the Feast of the Presentation of St. Mary to the Temple
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: Entrance of the Theotokos to the Temple - Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of  America]The early life of St. Mary does not appear in the Gospels. According to the apocryphal Gospel of James, however, we learn that her parents Sts. Joachim and Anna had prayed that they might have a child and made a solemn promise that if God were to bless them with one, they would dedicate him or her to His service. A daughter, Mary, was born to them, and they did not forget their vow. When Mary was three years old, her parents took her to the Temple where she was dedicated and where she stayed in the care of devoted women until she was betrothed at about the age of twelve. She herself would be a greater temple - a place where God would dwell -  than any made by hands. This Feast Day is “immoveable,” meaning that it is celebrated on the fixed date of November 21 regardless of the day of the week on which it might fall. Reflection: In the Gospel of James, Anna holds her miracle baby girl and sings a song of praise and thanksgiving. Have you ever thanked God with a song? Think of something for which you are grateful. Sing to the Lord about it!                        Department of Christian Education/ Diocese of the Armenian Church of America (Eastern)/ elisea@armeniandiocese.org 
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