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Unit 1: 7 Deadly Sins

Lesson 1.4 Covetousness (Greed & the Love of Possessions)

Teacher Preparation and Materials Needed:
For the Lesson: Orthodox Study Bible or Holy Bible: Armenian Church Edition

Recommended Orthodox Study Bible HERE.
Recommended Holy Bible: Armenian Church Edition HERE.

Scripture Reference:
Luke 12:15; Genesis 3; 1 Kings 21; John 12:6; Matthew 26:14; Philippians 4:11

Activities:
Implement based on available time. Detailed instructions and materials lists are provided in the lesson.

Activity: “The Contentment Experiment”

Words of the week:

wqwhniphtu - ak-ah-oo-tyoon - covetousness
npwy - trahm - money

gnh - koh - content

Objective:

Students will understand that covetousness is not simply wanting things. It’s a craving that puts objects above people
and possessions above God. They will learn how greed shrinks the soul and how contentment, generosity, and trust in
God make the heart rich.

Moral Character Focus:

Knowledge: Understand that covetousness is the sinful desire for more and more, especially what belongs to others.
Understanding: Recognize that greed never satisfies, and that it leads to envy, jealousy, dishonesty, and idolatry.
Application: Reflect on their own desires and learn to practice gratitude, share with others, and find joy in God’s blessings.

Values: Develop a heart of thankfulness, simplicity, and generosity, resisting the lie that more stuff means more happiness.

Memory Verse:
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Lesson

Lesson Opening & Creating Interest:

*Wisdom Prayer, written by St. Nersess the Grace-filled (Shnorhali).

— Open with prayer: ~
hdwuwniphit Rop” huntu, nint'p hud hdwuwnnyehiu, qpwphu funphb| b juoub| L gnpéb| wnweh
£n’ judkuwju dwd. h swp funphpnng Gi h pwuhg G h gnpéng thpybw’ qhu. L nnnpdbw’ £n
wpwpwdng b hué pwqiwdbnhu: Udku

Eemasdootyoon Hor Heesoos, door eents eemasdootyoon uzparees khorel yev khosel yev kordz arachi
ko hamenayn jham. Ee char khorhrtos yev paneets yen kordzots prgya zees yev voghormya ko araradzots
eents pazmameghees. Amen.

Wisdom of the Father, O Jesus, grant to me the wisdom to think, speak, and do that which is good in Your
sight. Save me from all evil and distracting thoughts, words, and deeds. Have mercy upon your creatures

and upon me, a great sinner. Amen.

J

Lesson Body: Covetousness (Greed & the Love of Possessions)
A Hungry Hole

Have you ever tried filling a bucket with a hole in the bottom? No matter how much you pour in, it never stays full.
That’s what covetousness is like. Covetousness is the greedy desire to have more and more things, more praise,
more attention, especially when it belongs to someone else. It tells you, “If | just had THAT, then I'd be happy.”

But the truth is: the more you feed it, the hungrier it gets. Covetousness isn’t satisfied by having. It’s only satis-
fied by wanting more.

The Armenian word for greed is wqwhnightu (akahootyoon). It means excessive desire. This desire becomes sin
when we love things more than people, or when we care more about stuff than God.

Covetousness doesn’t just lead to disappointment. It leads to injustice, betrayal, and spiritual ruin.

God gives each of us time, energy, skills, and opportunities. When we choose not to use them, we are telling
God, “l don’t care enough to try.” That’s sloth.

Why Greed Is a Deadly Weed
Covetousness may not feel like a big sin, but here’s what it does:

e Turns our eyes away from God and toward stuff

e Makes us ungrateful for what we already have

e Builds jealousy and resentment toward others

e Causes fights over money, toys, popularity, and praise

e Makes us forget the poor, because we’re too busy wanting more
e Shrinks the soul and makes us spiritually sick

Jesus warned, “You cannot serve both God and money” (Matthew 6:24).
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Words of the Week:

Memory Verse:

wquwhnyehtu - ak-ah-oo-tyoon - covetousness

npwy - trahm - money
gnh - koh - content

“Watch out! Be on your guard against all
kinds of greed; life does not consist in an
abundance of possessions.”

- Luke 12:15

What the Bible
Says About Covetousness

Adam and Eve (Genesis 3): They had ev-
erything, yet they still reached for the
one thing God said “No” to. Why? Cov-
etousness.

Ahab (1 Kings 21): King Ahab wanted
Naboth’s vineyard so badly that he pout-
ed like a child. His greed led to Naboth'’s
murder.

Judas Iscariot (John 12:6, Matthew 26:14):
His love of money led him to steal from
the poor and ultimately betray Jesus for
30 silver coins.

What the Church Fathers Say

“I have learned to be content whatever
the circumstances” .

St. Paul (Philippians 4:11)

“The bread in your cupboard belongs to
the hungry. The coat hanging unused
belongs to the one who needs it.”

- St. Basil the Great

Greed is not just about money. It can be about wanting:
e Attention
e Talent
e Praise
e Friends
e Clothes
e Achievements
e Beauty

The Power of Contentment

Contentment is finding joy and peace in what God
has already given you, rather than always wishing for
more. It’s the opposite of greed and jealousy. When
we’re content, we trust that God knows what we need
and will provide for us. We stop looking at what others
have and start being grateful for our own blessings.
Contentment doesn’t mean we never want anything
or work toward goals, but it means we’re satisfied and
thankful right now, knowing that our happiness comes
from God'’s love, not from things we own or achieve-
ments we gain. A content heart is a joyful heart that
finds treasure in God’s goodness.

Contentment means:
e Being thankful for what you have
e Trusting God to take care of your needs
* Rejoicing in others’ blessings instead of feeling jealous
e Believing that your worth is not in what you own

When we choose contentment:
e \We become more peaceful
e We stop comparing ourselves to others
e We become generous
e We remember God is enough
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Activity: “The Contentment Experiment”

Materials needed: Small notebooks or index cards, envelopes

How it works:
Step 1: Each student creates a “Contentment Challenge Checklist” for the week with three components:

Part 1 - The Fast: Choose to give up wanting ONE thing you’ve been craving (a new game, certain brand
clothing, more followers, etc.). Write it on a card and seal it in an envelope.

Part 2 - The Gratitude List: Each day, write down 3 things you already have that you’re thankful for (can’t
repeat items)

Part 3 - The Generous Act: Do one act of generosity (give away something you value, use your allowance
to bless someone else, share your time/talent with someone in need)

Step 2: After one week, students return, share and discuss:

1. Was it hard to give up wanting that thing?

2. Did you feel more or less happy during the week?
3. What did you learn about yourself?

4. How did generosity change your perspective?

Why this matters: This creates a lived experience of the lesson’s core message. Rather than just talking about
contentment, students actually practice it. The three-part structure addresses the whole problem: stopping the
craving (fasting), recognizing abundance (gratitude), and countering greed with its opposite (generosity). At this
age, experiential learning is powerful—they’ll remember what they experienced far more than what they heard.
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Review

Memory Verse Review:

“Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.” (Luke 12:15)

Words of the Week:

wgqwhniphtu - ak-ah-oo-tyoon - covetousness
npwd - trahm - money
gnh - koh - content

Life Application

What are we going to do with what we have learned today?

This week, challenge yourself to fight against covetousness by practicing gratitude and generosity. When you
find yourself wanting what someone else has, pause and thank God for what He’s already given you. Choose one
way to be generous: share something you love with someone else, give a sincere compliment without feeling
jealous, or secretly serve someone without expecting praise. Remember that your worth doesn’t come from
what you own, how popular you are, or what you achieve. True joy comes from trusting God and being content

with His blessings. Every time you feel greed creeping in, replace it with gratitude. Ask yourself daily, “Am | being
greedy or grateful?” and let your heart grow in thankfulness instead of wanting more.

Lesson Review:
Questions:

1. What is our memory verse? (Luke 12:15: “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life
does not consist in an abundance of possessions.”)

2. What does covetousness mean? (The greedy desire to have more and more things, more praise, more
attention, especially when it belongs to someone else)

What is the Armenian word for greed? (wquwhniehil - akahootyoon, which means ‘excessive desire’)

4. Name one Bible character who showed covetousness and what happened. (Examples: Adam and Eve
reached for what God said no to; King Ahab’s greed led to Naboth’s murder; Judas betrayed Jesus for 30
silver coins)

5. True or False: Greed only happens with money. (False: greed can be about wanting attention, talent,
praise, friends, clothes, achievements, beauty, etc.)

6. What did Jesus say we cannot do? (Serve both God and money - Matthew 6:24)

7. What does contentment mean? (Being thankful for what you have, trusting God to take care of your
needs, rejoicing in others’ blessings instead of feeling jealous, believing your worth is not in what you own)

8. What did St. Paul say about contentment? (“/ have learned to be content whatever the circumstances” -
Philippians 4:11)

9. What happens when we choose contentment? (We become more peaceful, stop comparing ourselves
to others, become generous, and remember God is enough)

10. What is one way you can practice generosity this week? (Personal answers: share something you love,
say thank you sincerely, compliment someone without jealousy, serve someone secretly)
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* Departing Prayer, written by St. Nersess the Grace-filled (Shnorhali).

— Close with prayer: ~

NMwhwwwu wikuwjuh 2phuwnnu, wg £n hnjwuh thgh h ytpwy hd, h wnik G h gh26ph, h bunpg
h wwu, h quw] h dwuwwwph, h uugk| bt h jurukl, gh vh Gpptp uwuwubtguw)g G nnnpdbw’ £n
wpwpwdng b huéd pwqiwdbknhu: Udku

Bahaban amenayn Kreesdos, ach Ko hovanee leetsee ee vera eem; ee dveh yev ee keesher-
ee, ee nsdeel ee dan, ee knal ee janabarh, ee nunchel yev ee harnel, zee mee yerpek sa-
sanetsayts yev voghormya Ko araradzots yev eents pazmamyghees. Amen.

O Christ, guardian of all, let Your right hand guard and shelter me, by day and by night, at home and
abroad, in sleeping and in waking, that | may never stumble. Have mercy upon Your creatures and upon
me, a great sinner. Amen.

\- J

Prepared by Yn. Hasmik Ajamian
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